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TAKING BACK OUR ENVIRONMENT





Extended Producer 
Responsibility, or EPR, is the 
principle that producers of 
products are responsible for the 
environmental impacts of their 
products throughout the 
products life cycle. 



This cradle to cradle 
responsibility includes upstream 
environmental impact inherent in 
the selection of materials for the 
products, impacts during the 
production process itself, and 
downstream impacts during use 
and disposal of the products.



The focus is on producers 
because in most cases they 
have the greatest ability to 
reduce the products 
environmental impacts. 



Producers are in the best 
position to design products to 
minimize upstream 
environmental impacts ( clean 
production ) and to provide for 
the environmentally sound 
management of their products at 
the end of the products life 
(take-back).



Environmental responsibility 
is linked to the social 
responsibility of producers to 
ensure worker safety in all the 
workplaces throughout the 
products life cycle. 



Producers can be required to 
ensure that they source their 
raw materials from responsible 
companies and hold their 
suppliers to a high standard of 
environmental performance 
and worker safety.
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